Native American / Indian Census Rolls (1885-1944)

Another group of Federal Census records are the Native American / Indian Census Rolls from 1885 -
1944. The tribes represented in the records found at the Colorado State Archives are the Cheyenne,
Arapahoe, Sioux, Crow, Ute, Kiowa, Comanche, Apache, Caddo, Wichita, Navajo, Hopi, Nez Pierce,
Shoshoni, Shebits, Kaibab, Utah, Ouray, and Paiute. Since most Indians were not recognized as citizens
until 1924 and not represented in Congress, the United States Government did a special census
enumerating the Native Americans who lived on reservations. These census rolls were submitted
annually by the reservations' agent/superintendent as required by an act of July 4, 1884. Before 1930 the
census provides information on the person's name, date of birth, gender, and relationship to the head of
the family. After 1930 the census provided information on the individual's degree of Indian blood, marital
status, ward status, place of residence, and also included miscellaneous commentary. Two major
problems related to the Indian census are that they only recorded those who possessed a formal
affiliation with a tribe, and that it did not consistently cover every tribe annually.



